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THE  WILDLIFE  PiLTSE  OF  TIE  COliTLETE  EROSION 

control  PROGIUHI 

By 

Homsr  G-,  Towas, 

Rej^ional  Biologist. 

Just  returned  from  a meeting  in  St*  Louis  of  all  regional  Lio- 
logis-fe  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service.  It  was  revealed  in  this -meet- 
ing, from  reports  made  hy  the  biologists,  that  definite  recomiiiendations 
for  the  improvement  of  conditions  .for  wildlife  are  being  made  and  carried 
out  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  aLnost  every  state. 

In  a discussion  by  each  regional  biologist  of  the  problems  occurr- 
ing ill  his  region,  without  exception  each  man  brought  out  three  very  def- 
inite, points;  (1)  that'  there  is  a scarcity  of  food  and  cover  plants  in 
all  of  our  Intensely  farmed  sections  of  the  countryj  (2)  there  is  a great 
need  for  a systematic  method  of  controlling  hunt:mg  on  small  privately 
oivned  farms;  and  (5)  that  ivoods  and  pasture  fires  and  the  over-grazing 
of  woodlands  and  pastures  were  all  very  detrimental  to  wildlife*  The 
fact  was  also  revealed  that  the  farmers  and  all  land  owners  are  very 
anxious  to  coopera.te  in  carrying  out  recommendations  for  the  Improvement 
of  the  land  for  wildlife.  I'hen  a.s  Secretary  Henry  A,  Wallace  brought 
out  in  his  talk  before  tlie  Second  Annual  North  A:iierican  Wildlife  Confer- 
ence, "there  is  laiid  enough  to  meet  generously  every  national  need  and 
every  requirement  of  agriculture,  industry,  and  recreation." 

Not  only  are  there  plenty  of  lands  so  that  a part  could  be  devoted 
to  the  production  of  wildlife,  but  there  are  hundreds  of  acres  that  have 
not  as  yet  been  profitably  utilized  in  anything  but  tho  type  of  vegetat- 
ion that  v:0Lild  support  wildlife,  I am^  sure  this  typo  of  land  was  what 
Secretary  Yfallace  had  in  mind  v/hen  he  stated  that  "the  problem  of  wildlife 
restoration  is  fundar.iontally  one  of  land  utilization,,"  In  other  words, 
we  have  bried  to  grow  cotton  and  corn  on  many  acres  that  should  have  been 
allowed  to  remain  in  trees  and  shrubs  or  native  prairie  grasses.  One  of 
tho  outstanding  ways  in  which  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  is  making  a 
contribution  to  the  conservation  of  wildlife  is  by  the  ro organization 
of  land  uses  and  by  planting  trees  and  slirubs  on  the  badly  eroded  acres, 
the  land  v;hich  is  too  stoep  to  remain  in  cultivation,  and  on  other  waste 
areas  that  aro  not  being  properly'  utilized  at  the  prosent  timo. 

We  as  a nation  must  decide  and  very  scon  whether  or  not  we  are 
going  to  continue  to  have  the  vorious  wildlife  species.  Then  if  we  de- 
cide in  favor  of  wildlife,  wc  miist  again  do  one  of  bwo  things;  either 
grow  more  or  kill  loss.  With  tho  number  of  hunter-s  Increasing  every 
year  thoi’c  is  no  reason  to  bolievo  that  \io  v/ill  kill  less,  Tho  fact 
then  remains  that  if  wo  aro  to  continue  to  have  wildlife,  wo  are  going 
to  -of  i,tOccssity  have  to  grov;  more.  Grow  more  we  can  if  we  are  only 
Y/illing  to  pay  tho  price.  The  price  is  to  furnisli  food  and  cover,  or 
■in  other  words  p^ivo  the  birds  and’  small  animals  a place  to  live  and 
something  to  cat.  This  can  be  done  on  almost  every  farm  in  the  United 


States  as  is  being  shovm  by  the  land  utilization  programs  as  plainaod  by 
the  Soil  Censer-vat  ion  Service  and  j'ot  not  greatly  reduce  the  crop  or 
other  agricultural  production  of  the  farm. 

In  Region  li  the  Soil  Conservation  Sorvico  has  done  tfio  following 
things  all  of  which  arc  definitely  a part  of  the  coordinated  erosion 
control  -program  and  have  either  a direct  or  indirect  bearing  towo.rd  tho 
improvement  of  conditions  for  v;ildlifo: 

1,  More  than  1000  farmers  and  land  ca-mors  have  signed  up  as  wild- 
lifo  cooporators  and  promosed  to  carry  out  simple  game  manage- 
ment practices  on  their  lands, 

2,  About  18,000,000  trees,  shrubs,  an.d  vines  ha-vc  been  planted 

pr ii-^cipally  for  control  of  erosion,  ’Yet  the  acres  planted  vj-ill 
be  protected  from  grazin.g  and  from  fire  and  will  become  the 
hom.es  of  hundreds  of  birds  and  small  animals.  On  tho  raajority 
of  tho  farms  where  these  plantings  have  been  made,  very  few 
v/ildlifc  species  have  been  able  to  exist  because  of  tho  excess- 
ive fires  and  grazing  o.nd  thus  inadequate  food  and  cover, 

3^  Then,  in  addition  to  the  new  yroodj  plantings  that  arc  to  be 
protected  from  fire  and  grazing,  mote  tha.n  200,000  acres  of 
old  woodland  will  be  protected.  These  old  woodlands  vj-ill 
protect  tho  land  from  erosion  and  a-fc  the  same  tliae  will  serve 
as  breeding  and  nesting  groirids  for  the  wildlife  species  and 
allow  the  population  to  increase  and  eventually  supply  stock 
to  the  newly  vegetated  o.rcas.  So  we  must  not  only  protect 
our  new  tree  plantings,  but  vtg  m.u.st  also  protect  the  v/oodlands 
that  ’VO  V-.o\T  have, 

i+.  On  each  of  the  7^500  farms  that  arc  under  agreement  in  this 
region,  strip  crops  and  wnitor  cover  crops  of  small  granis 
and  legumes  arc  being  used  as  a part  of  the  complete  erosion 
control  program.  All  of  these  plantings  furnish  food  and  cover 
for  vo-ldlifc  and  thus  holp'^.  to  increase  the  wildlife  population, 

5*  Many  small  streams  that  ivcrc  uninhabitable  for  fish  because  of 
silting  and  from,  overflow  conditions  can  soon  be  restocked  with 
fish  as  a result  of  tho  work  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
in  controlling  the  excess  T/atcr  and  thus  the  erosion  on  tho 
lands  that  make  up  the  watersheds  of  those  small  streams. 

From  surveys  tha-b  have  been  m.adc  -throughout  the  three  states  making 
up  this  region,  it  has  been  cstiiDa-'ccd  that- from  3 to  10  percent  of  the 
lands  badlj?-  eroded  areas,  gullies  and  small  corners  could  actually  be  de- 
voted to  wildlife  food  and  cover  plants  and  yet  not  decrease  one  bit  the 
agriculturo.l  production  of  those  farms.  With  this  much  land  actually 
devoted  to  vj-ildlifc  habitats  and  then  vj-i'bh  the  additional  food  and  cover 
that  would  bo  m.o.do  available  by  the  year-around  vogc-bativc  land  use  pro- 
gram as  recommended  by  tho  Soil  Conservation  Sorvico,  we  can  have  a reason- 
able siapply  of  the  vxildlifo  species. 
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I thirlc  there  is  no  one  who  would  not  agree  tho.t  the  good  top 
soil  and  also  the  number  of  birds  and  suall  animals  have  boon  on  the 
d gradual  docrcaso  for  the  last  several  decades.  Everyone  will  also 

agree  that  when  soil  boconios  badly  eroded  it  v/ill  take  several  years 
to  build  that  soil  back,  Likevriso  vdion  the  ViTildlifo  species  become 
greatly  reduced,  to<  almost  cxtlnc-i'ion  of  some  species  as  they  now  arc, 
it  ndll  take  several  years  and  the  efforts  of  land  ow.icrs,  sportsmen, 
and  cons orvet  ionist  and  educational  groups  to  get  the  job  dojiG,  Thoro 
is  a definite  place  for  all  to  make  a contribution  - the  land  oYmers 
, to  furnish  the  land,  tccl-inically  trained  men  to  plan  the  farms  so  as 

to  got  proper  utilization  and  production,  Fodoral  agencies  to  coopor- 
atc  in  the  revogotation  of  that  land  for  vrildlife  needs,  sportsmen  to 
r cooperate,  in  maintaining  the  plantings  and  in  the  protection  of  wildlife, 

and  the  'oducational  groups  to  protect  the  lands  from  illegal  hmvbing 
and  to  educate  the  people  to  an  anprociation  of  vdldlifc  aiad  the  pro- 
tection it  should  have. 


;;  ;;;  ^ ^ ^ ^ 


LAED  USE 


"The  success  of  o.ny  program  of  o.gricultural  kaprovc- 
m.cnt  doponds  in  the  long  run  on  the  wise  use  of  lomd,  A 
largo  portion  of  our  prosont  rural  poverty  o.nd  bacinvardness 
comos  from  urn'/iso  methods  of  land  use,  and  unless  vro  have 
good  land  well  used,  no  program  for  raising  the  rural 
standard  of  living  can  hope  to  attain  its  goal,  ViThat  is 
moro,  poverty  on  our  farms  will  continue  to  grovf  o.nd 
undermine  the  constructive  ■'.York  lYhich  vro  arc  attempting, 
unless  bettor  land  use  principlos  aro  put  into  practico," 


Henry  A,  I'Yallacc 
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A 7ISITCR  SEES 

"Every  tii'ic  I see  stalks  in  a fiold,  I can’t  help  seeing 

red,"  renarkod  a recent  preninent  visitor  to  the  Duck  Crook  Soil- Con- 
servation Project, 

In  o.ddition  to  adding  plant  food  to  the  soil,  stalks  raay  con- 
tributo  much  to  an  orosiou  control  progran  if  properly  handled,  Staliis, 
rriicn  left  in  the  field,  act  as  a binder  in  holding  the  soil  together, 
form  lain iaturo  deeviS - acres vS  the  field,  create  a spongy  condition  of  the 
soil  providing  nuriereus  chan?iols  for  the  ontrs^nco  and  storage  of  VinrPoor 
in  the  soil. 

Plant  raatcrials  such  as  stalks,  loaves,  burs  and  roots,  ^vllon 
properly  consorvod,  ■'.eill  strongthon  an  erosion  control  program, 

- Projout  SCS-Tgx-5, 

Garland,  Texas. 

* * * +:*;;■:  >!<;!<  >!<  >!<>:<  ^ 

CAJn^  SlIROLLEES  STUDY  SOIL  COPEERAA.TICII 


A course  in  soil  and  vatcr  conservation  is  being  offered  to  all 
ciirollces  of  the  PiosQuitc  COG  Canp,  The  course  is  directed  by  E,  P, 
Nouno-n,  vdio  is  assisted  by  oteior  nonbors  of  the  canp  staff. 

All  phases  of  the  erosion  control  "aork  being  conplctod  by  the 
canp  arc  iricludcd  in  tho  course  of  instruction.  Earn  napping,  soils, 
farn  planning,  terracing,  strip  cropping,  crop  rotation,  contour  till- 
age, terrace  outlet  protection,  pasture  in-provoraont , r.dld  life  inprcvc- 
nont,  gully  control,  and  tho  cstablishraont  of  native  noa.loiTS,  Owro  sub- 
jects studied  in  tho  classes. 

Class  roon  .study  is  supplcnontod  by  field  practice  on  the  0,  C, 
Hanby  farn  which  is  under  agreonent  with  the  llcsquito  Canp,  Classes 
arc  held  on  days  v/hon  v/cathor  condition.s  do  not  pornit  field  vrork, 

Portj-four  classes  have  been  hold  to  date,  with  good  o-ttondanco, 
Tlio  beys  attend  the  classos  in  thoir  regular  work  section,  with  oithor 
a loador  or  assistant  loo^dcr  in  chargo  of  the  group. 


- Project  SCS-To::-5, 
Garland,  Texas, 
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par:  SR  PAR  T IG IPAT I ON 


The  Gooperators  of  the  ,Famorvillo  camp  area  arc  sho\7ing  remark- 
-cAlc  interest  in  the  construction  of  farmer  built  terraces  iThich  moot 
rrith  tho  rcquircmcoits  of  the  .Soil  Consorvation  Servico, 

In  spite  of  tho  unfavorable  vrcatlior  which  prevailed  during  Dec- 
ember, January,  and  February,  approximately  20  miles  of  terraces  are 
under  construction  by  25  cooporators.  Six  nilos  of  farmer-built  terr- 
aces have  been  completed  and  strip  cropped  ¥irith  oats# 

By  tho  uGo  of  the  terracing  plow  and  drag  it  has  required  approx- 
imately 10  man  days  and  10  team  days  to  construct  a milo  of  terraces* 

The  interest  shomi  bj''  our  cooporators  in  tho  farmer  built  terraces 
is  tending  to  further  tho  erosion  control  work  as  many  farmers  are  be- 
ginning to  soo  the  importance  of  a consorvation  progromi  and  arc  trying 
to  adopt  all  phases  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  program.  It  is 
encouraging  to  note  non-cooperators  visiting  tho  cooperators  at  worlc, 
to  learn  more  about  the  progroaTi.  Throughout  tho  community  many  farmers 
are  constructing  terraces  similar  to  those  of  the  Soil  Consorvation 
Service , 

- Project  SCS-La-5 

Parmorvillc , Louisiana 

>;<?!<:  ^ ?|<  5|c  ^ 

MORE  PIiR.TICIPATION 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  the 
public  in  general,  v;hon  non-cooporating  farmers  on  tho  outside  of  tho 
f area,  ivithout  tho  assista.uco  of  tho  Soil  Conservation  Service,  adopt 

o.nd  put  into  practice  our  principles  of  erosion  control, 

Mr,  Goorge  OtTcns,  on  the  John  Brazier,  farm  who  lived  on  the 
W,  B,  Piles  farm  last  year  where  he  carried  on  a comploto  progro.ra  of 
erosion  control,  is  making  an  effort  to  establish  a complete  erosion 
control  program  on  the  Brazier  farm.  The  following  is  an  outline  of 
the  vrork  done  by  Mr,  CXvcns  this  spring: 

He  has  constructed  5 miles  of  fence,  using  Lj.  rolls  of  now  'wire 
'J$  and  noviT  posts  throughout.  In  addition  to  this,  8 terraces  have  been 

built,  tho  total  length  of  which  arc  approximately  a mile  and  a half. 
These  vrcro  constructed  v/ith  a Martin  Ditcher  and  fills  wore  made  with 
a frosno#  Ti¥o  divorsion  terraces  have  also  boon  constructed# 
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I'i'.  OiTcns  str,-fcGG  that  ho  is  also  going  to  farm  on  a contour  and 
not  up  and  dorm  tho  slopes  and  ovor  the  torracos.  Ho  has  a very  defin- 
itely planned  program  for  tin.-  farm;  and  next  year  plans  to  sod  20  acres  . 
of  land  vfdich  is  novf  idle,  to  Bermuda  grass, 

i 

I\ir,  Cvfcns  holiovos  that  with  tho  proper  instruction  and  supervis- 
ion 90  pcrcont  of  the  farmers  in  Scott  County  can  ostahlish  a complotc 
program  of  erosion  control  on  thoir  oi-m  farms  at  thoir  ov-m  oovponsoj  as 
he  is  doing  on  tho  Brazior  farm, 

- Project  SCS-Ark-6 
vTa  1 dr  on  ^ Arkans  a s 


COCPERATCRS  HAAS  BEEH  WCPHIHG 


Cooporators  on  Harts  Crock  c/a  tore  nod  and  attached  camps  afo  to  bo 
congratulated  on  tho  amount  of  'vrerk  tiist  they  hr-vo  accomplishod  this 
month.  Many  cooporators  have  spent  th-.  cntiro  month  ••,..-n  t'hcir  consor'/a- 
tion  program  while  practically  all  have  v/orked  u-n  -.no  or  mo..-c  phases  of 
soil  and  viator  ccnsorvo.tion  plans. 

During  the  montli  cooporators  have  contricutod  9^271  man  Lo’irs 
and  5^168  horso  and  mule  hours.  This  is  a cred' ta'^-lo  shaving  and  with 
a continuation  of  this  kind  of , work  tho  Soil  Cons  or  vat  ion  Service  pro- 
gram will  mean  much  to  tho  Harts  Crook  watorshod  ai.d  to  this  suction  of 
North  East  Toxas , 

- Project  SC3-Tex-9 
Mt . PI  0 a s a at , Toxas 

5{<  5;<  ?;«•  P:  ;fc  ii<  >\i  ■:\c  >;<  r;:  >;<  ?i<:  >!< 

NOID  IS  TIME  FOR  71SITGRS 

Olio  of  tho  ossontial  features  of  the  Soil  Conservation  -Sorvico 
Program  is  to  provide  demonstrations  for  farmors  both  within  and  v/itliout 
the  project  area.  Every  farincr  who  can  possibly  do  so  should  soo  those 
demonstrations  so  that  he  may  make  his  own.  comparisons , 

km  IS  TBS  BEST  TIL-IE-  TO  VISIT  A PROJECT  OR  CAmlP  .\P.EA  TO  SEE  THE 

EFFECTIVENESS  OP  'VINTER  STRIP  CROPS  AJJD  T.TNTER  COVER  CROPS 

Opportunity  is  af.fcrdcd  to  sod  tho  difforonce  between  v/intor  cover 
crops  that  haao  boon’  given  proper  treatment  end  those  that  bxn/c  boon  severe- 
ly pastured.  See  the  various  .farm^  in  the  "vatei  -shed  area  and  in  tho  oo.mp 
areas  to  bo  convinced  on  this  pointt  Erirg  scnaconc  with  you.  Transporta- 
tion and  a guide  will  bo  furnished  if  ;you.  will  call  at  tho  project  office, 

- Project  SCS-La-2 
Mans field,  Louisiana 


A iilESoAGS  TO  THE  FARM 


By 

Louis  A,  Windhara, 
County  Agont 


The  older  farmer  should  roalizo  ’bettor  than  tho  youjigor  farmer 
how  our  soils  hawe  changed  from  ’bottor  to  worse,  Vfo  can  all  rocal.l 
tho  good  old  days  when  ito  used  to  malco  a largo  yield  of  cotton  or  corn 
per  acre,  and  somo  farmers  ovoii  toast  of  hawing  v/orn  out  one  or  more 
farms,  Hov/  many,  I wonder,  can  boast  of  thc'  fc.ct  that  thc^'-  arc  pro- 
ducing more  por  acres  now  than  was  produced  when  they  wore  boys,  say 
thirty  to  forty  years  ago,  I knov/- ' it  is  said  that  labor  is  not 'as 
good  as  it  was  in  years  past,  and  that  tho  seasons  hawo  changed,  I'tiny 
excuses  arc  offered  in  deforms o of  our  production  not  being  v.diat  it 
should  bo,  but  fow  roalizo  tho  roal  reason  o.nd  fewer  still  admit  it 
and  arc  trying  to  bettor  their  c onditions  . 

In  some  areas  tho  farners  have  had  an  opportunity  to  better 
thoir  conditions  t’orough  tho  Soil  Conservation  Sorvicc^  and  those  who  j 
have  availed  thomsclvos  of  this  opportunity  arc  fortunate j those  tho.t 
didn’t  made  a mistake,  -^ho  Soil  Conscrvojtion  Service  has, -and  v/ill 
contixiuo,  to  rondor  a most  valuable  service  to  tho'  farmers,  I know 
thoro  aro  som.o  wonderful  nev/  idoo.s  that  you  possibly  don’t  agree  with, 
or  can’t  o.pprcciato,  but  remember,  theso  practices  have  passed  tho  ox- 
pcrimontal  stage  a:.id  arc  nev;  being  carried  out  from,  former  results* 

If  thc  fai'mcrs  v;ill  cooporato  vith  the  Soil  Consorvation  Service  in  tho 
same  manner  in  which  they  cooperate  with  tho  farmer,  in  a fcv\r  years  we 
will  find  ourselves  wondering  why  this  Service  was  not  started  long  year 

Tho  world  is  changing,  Aro  v/o  going  to  stand  still  or  arc  wo 
going  to  change  vmth  it  and  leave  a bottor  country  than  rrc  found?  Aro 
\7c  willing  to  help  fill  tho  Gulf  with  our  top  soils  and  leave  a devast- 
ated, barren,  v;ashcd  av/ay  country  for  th:;  next  go'ioration?  Or,  ?aaybo 
you  aro  looking  forvrard  to  many  more  years  of  farxiiing  activity;  if  so, 
try  to  iiialco  them  prosperous  and  pleasant  ain,l  be  able  to  look  back  over 
tho  years  of  accom.plishiriGuts  with  nrido,  rather  than  wish  that  yoi.T  had 
taken  advantago  of  this  opportunity,  when  you  have  rcachod  your  old  age, 

I wish  that  each  and  every  farmer  in  East  Feliciana  Parish  had 
tho  same  opportiniity  tliat  those  in  the  Pretty  Crook  Pfatorshod  area  have 
had,  then,  if  all  would  cooperate,  we  would  have  "dreamland'’  in  thc 
future.  One  of  tho  loaders  of  th.j  parish  n.ido  this  statement:  "If  wo 
would  havo  torraoed  and  follovYcd  all  practices  r.s  rocornmondod  fifty 
years  ago,  wo ‘would  havo  naraditso  today,”  If  wo  don’t  do  it  novr,  wo 
viTon’t  have  a goat  pasture  fi.fty  years  hence. 


- Project  SCS-La-J, 
Clinton,  Louisiana, 


PROJECT  HSvfS  lETTERS  TfORTSTaiLS 


Tho  stafp  of  the 'Soil  Conservation  Service  respensible  fer  the 
nonthly  lierrs  Letter  "The  Cypress  Creek  .Tatershod  ITeivs"  has  eften  tTO.'id- 
cred  vhethcr  cr  not  tho  publication  was  being  road  by  t’lo  Cooporators  of  ■ 
tho  Service  and  others  on  tho  nailing  list.  Mi-.  J,  11.  Liner  of  Vienna, 
one  of  the  oldest  Cooporators,  ansvforod  the  question  this  vrock, 

"I  for  one  have  read  every  a.rticlo  appca.rlng  in  tho  nows  Letter 
since  I received  the  first  issue,  Tho  articles  are  all  tinoly,  tolling 
iust  what  approved  cropping  practices  to  bo  observed  during  each  coning 
nonth,"  said  hlr.  Liner. 

"In  tiic  Docorn.bor,  1936,  issue  cf  the  Hews  Letter  I road  an  article 
by  Plr.  Fielder,  project  engineer,  who  described  tho  proper  nothod  of 
plowing  out  tho  terrace  chann.ols,  I observed  this  method  and  can  say  that 
it  helped  ny  terraces  inricasurably, " Lir.  Liner  said, 
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CTJLTrJATION  SPhSPiDS  GRASS 


It  has  boon  observed  that  'whon  sod  is  put  out  in  hard  ground  with  no 
cultivati'D?.!  given,  that  spreading  is  oxtromoly  slew  a.nd  that  'On  poor  ground 
there  is  practically  no  spreading  ;:.t  all.  In  fact  an  accurate  field  chock 
of  land  vrhich  v/as  sodded  in  hard  ground  in  1935  Q.nd  given  no  cultivation., 
indicates  tho  average  set  of  sod  had  only  four  runners  of  six  inches  in 

*]  o "c  ■ ■'*}’  Vi 

It  has  also  been  observed  tliat  a fevj-  fields  of  similar  soil  Yxhero 
cultivation  was  given  are  almost  covered  over  with  sod  in  the  same  length 
cf  tine. 

In  the  Light  cf  those  observations,  it  seems  that  in  order  to  get  a 
satisfactory  gronrbii  of  sod  on  poor  soil,  it  is  absolutely  naccssary  to  give 
it  s one  c u].t  ivat  i on , 

This  cultivation  should  be  given  in  early  spring,  'while  there  is  an 
a.bundaacc  of  raoisturc  in  the  soil  because  Bcriauda  can  bQ  damaged  by  cul- 
tivating when  it  is  likely  to  dry  out, 

A disk  is  probably  the  best  implement  to  use  in  the  cultivation  of 
sod  but  if  a disk  is  not  available,  it  nay  be  "done  with  o.  cultivator,  a 
double  shovel  or  any  other  imT'lomcnt  that  will  work  up  enough  loose  soil 
for  good  growing  conditions,  It  is  suggestod  that 'the  cultivation  bo  done 
in  s trips  on , t ho  c ont our , 

- SCS-Ark-6, 

Gonrja'y!, , ilrlcansas , 
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DIRECT  WORK  OF  COOPEEATORS 


Whcxt  thu  Cooperator  can  do  to  facilitato  and  insure  getting 
the  work  done  on  their  farns,  wliilc  labor  and  cqxiipnont  o-rc  still 
available,  is  as  f ollov>;s  ; 

1,  Leave  spaco  for  terraces  and  grub  all  stumps  off  the  lines* 

2,  Make'  fills  in  low  places,  boforo  the  terraces  are  built, 

3*  Help  work  foronen  locate  good  sod  to  bo  used  in  chaiviels, 

L|.,  Clear  brush  off  pc.sturos,  , ' 

5,  Open  furrovrs  on  pts,st\iro  to  be  sodded  and  be  prepared  to 
cover  as  soon  as  sod  is  placed, 

6,  Got  posts  distributed  along  fence  to  bo  built  and  be  sure 

you  have  plenty  of  v/ire  and  staples , . . " 

-„SCS-Tox-7, 

■ Nacogdoches,  Texas, 
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BORDER  STRIPS 


A coil  conservation  prograai  is  not  conploto  until  all  points 
susceptible  to  erosion  are  protected.  In  the  cultivated  area  nuncrouS 
points  are  not  protected  by  cont/nir  tillage,  strip  cropping  and  terrac- 
ing, Cooporators  should  observe  these  points  and  protect  thc]'.i  v;ith 
border  strips  as  soon  as  v;oathor  conditions  permit. 

Border  strips  of  close  growing  fibrous-rooted  crops  planted  along 
field  boundaries,  terrace  outlet  channels,  roadside  ditclics,  field  roads, 
and  o.t  end  of  rovrs  prevent  soil  losses  by  checking  the  flov/  of  vrator 
f r XI  tho  cultivated  area.  This  practice  also  gives  a conplctc  tic  in 
with  strip  crops  and  is  effective  in  controlling  tho  grov/th  and  spread 
of  undesirable  weeds  and  grasses, 

Tho  width  of  these  strips  no.y  vary  according  to  tho  drainage  area 
but  should  not  be  loss  than  ten  feet.  Border  strips  should  be  utilized 
for  both  surxicr  and  v/intcr  protection  and  any  :f  the  crops  used  for 
strip  crops  nay  bo  used,  Pornanent  border  strips  of  adapted  i.ioadow 
grasses  or  clovers  are  desirable. 


- Project  SC3-TOX-8, 
Dublin,  Texas, 
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CONTROL  OF  WASHES  AND  GULLIES  IN  GULTIVLTES  FIELDS 

The  cffoctivcnoss  of  terracing  and  strip  cropping  in  controlling 
erosion  can  bo  natorially  inoroasod  if  v/ashos  and  gullies  bGtvroon  terraces 
and  strip  crops  are  plowed  in,  nanurod  and  seeded  broadcast ’ to  fibrous 
rooted  crops,  crop  used  for  strip  cropping  may  bo  used,' 

This  should  bo  done  boforo  strip  crops  arc  planted,  in  order  to 
roinforcG  the  strip  crop  with  a double  scoding  in  that  part  of  the  wash 
crossed  by  the  strip  crop.  If  winter  strips  aro  gro\Ting^  washes  viay  bo 
plowed  in  and  soedod  to  summer  crops. 

This  practice  slows  down  tho  TIcty  of  iratcr  .in  tho  doprossitn  caus- 
ing it  to  silt  in  and  if  continued  irill  olmihate  those  points  of  water 
concontration,  Ro’w  cr'^ps  nay  then  bo  produced  tho  full  length  of  the  row 
interval  without  endangering  torraoos  or  strip  crops, 

Cooporators  with  the  Soil  Gonsorvation  Service  assmac  a.n  obligat- 
ion to  control  erosion  o;a  their  fanes.  This  obligation  is  not  fulfilled 
until  all  washes  bof-rcon  terraces  and  strip  crops  arc  plowed  in,  manured 
and  stripped. 


- Project  SCS-Tgx-8, 
Dublin,  Texas  . 
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EROSION  CONTROL  If^ASIJRES  13ilN  MORE 
MOISTURE 


Tcrracos  in  fields  a.nd  contour  ridges  in  pastures  , constructed  be- 
fore last  September  rains  conserved  much  moisture  for  1937  crops.  Tests 
made  by  C,  A,  Rochonthin,  Soil  Surveyor,  during  February,  1937^  sho\^r  tho 
f ollovj-ing  results  : 


Stored  PToisturc  Available  for  Plant 

Terraced  land 
Contour  tilled  land 
Rows  up  and  down  slope 
Contour  ridged  pasture 
Solid  listed  pasture 
No  trcatiiicnt  pasture 


Grovfbh  in  G-PooL  profile: 

6r|-  inches  moisture 
3-^  inches  noisturc 
1 inch  moisture 
6-|-  inches  moisture 
8 inches  m.oisture 
3"ji:  iiichcs  moisture 


These  tests  were  made  by  talcing  samples  of  soil  to  a depth  of  5’ 
and  testing  the  samples  for  moisture  content.  The  canount  of  avo-ilablc 
moisture,  moisture  that  the  growing  plant  can  obtain  from  the  soil,  ms 
dotorm.inod  on  a basis  of  tho  wilting  point  for  plants.  Terraced  and  strip 
crepped  land  and  contour  ridged  and  listed  pastiwcs  a.t  this  date  have  from 
two  to  six  tines  the  availo.blo  moisture  as  areas  wathout  ccmploto  conserva- 
tion progro.n. 


- Project  SCS-Tcx-6, 
San  Angelo,  Tgxc.s, 
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